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power which revealed the stamp their teacher had left upon their
minds. For eighteen years he was employed in that work, and
during the whole of that period his classroom could be fitly
compared to a fountain from which streams of blessing issued
for the healing of the nations.

This was the labour most congenial to his own tastes, but hi&
mind was frequently distracted by other duties assigned to him
by the Church of which he was a devoted servant.

For awakening enthusiasm among the masses and concentrating
their combined efforts for some purpose of practical utility there
is no organization to be compared to a Presbyterian Church. It
possesses a pure form of Eepublican Government, and as the mem-
bers of its Supreme Court are generally in touch with the people
it legislates in harmony with their vie\vs. The Chief Court of the
Church of Scotland is styled the General Assembly, and of this
body Dr. Chalmers was invariably a member. It does not appear
that he was ambitious of any office, but there were occasions on
which he addressed the House, and the weight of his counsels was
generally acknowledged. One subject that lay near to his heart
was Church Extension. Though the population of Scotland had
more than doubled during the eighteenth century there had only
been sixty-two new places of worship added to the National Esta-
blishment, and this increase was totally inadequate to meet the
needs of the people. In the large towns*there were many who had
fallen away from Church ordinances, and their number was rapidly
increasing. According to the views which were then prevalent it
was the duty of the State to provide and endow new churches
from the National Exchequer, and a Committee which the Church
of Scotland had appointed to prosecute this work had approached
various Ministries to solicit aid for their scheme, but were always
doomed to disappointment. Of this Committee Dr. Chalmers was
appointed chairman in the year 1834, and, being in earnest him-
self, he infused new life and vigour into all their movements. He
also approached the Legislature, asking aid, that his Church
might be better equipped for her spiritual work, but finding he
could not get it except on condition of surrendering the Church's
independence, he turned scornfully away, and made his appeal in
a quarter where it was listened to with respect. As yet the liber-
ality of the people had scarcely been evoked in favour of a spiritual
enterprise. It was like a mine of virgin ore waiting for the touch
of the magician's wand to bring it into view, and the man that
first discovered it and brought it into play on a large scale was
Dr. Chalmers. He fully availed himself of the machinery of the
Presbyterian Church Courts, through which a pulsation issuing
from the centre, like blood from the heart, ultimately reaches